{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 l6o                  LIFE   AND   TIMES  OF  STEIN.        [pART VII.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Prussia, yet coulcl not desire the revival of Prussia in her former greatness.    Or indeed, was there any occasion to resort to devices of this kind?    Why not accept Austria's terms frankly?    Peace would then be given to the Continent; the immense supe\-riority of the French Empire to all other Power; would remain; .and the impression produced by th< Russian disaster  would,  have been partly effacei by  the  victories of Gross-Gorschen and Bautzer On   the  .other   hand,   must   not  Napoleon  hav known better than any one else that he could n longer reckon upon an inexhaustible fund of mil tary strength ?    The prodigious  sacrifices he ha demanded from Firan.ce had been hitherto  repa: by victory;  they were  not, as  in  the Prussia Frederick, demanded by rthe .nature and needs the country.    How was it possible to go on exa< ing them when no French interest required it, aft such a disaster as that of i812 ?}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Yet he does not seem to have-thought serioui of peace, nor did he make any serious attempt gain Austria.    As we saw that in the first months \hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'84\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0  R ,                           the year he expected Prussia to stand by him,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 never  dreamed of purchasing her fidelity by ; concessions, so now he loses Austria by the sa conduct.    The terms she offered showed that did not wish for war, and he seems to have b firmly convinced that she would not fight,    l indeed it seems that very slight concessions w< have satisfied her.     But to allow the settlemen Europe to be made entirely without her would clently be political ruin to a state whose influ had depended entirely upon her very peculiar}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 f;.}\par }